paraffine. La maturation in vitro a été effectuée pendant 24, 30, 36 (Gordon, 1994) . In the mare, however, the development of IVM/IVF procedures still presents difficulties. This is due in part to the limited number of oocytes that it is possible to recover from an ovary (Hinrichs, 1991) . In cattle and pigs follicle aspiration seems to be the method of oocyte recovery, resulting in a sufficient number of oocytes acceptable for IVM (Gordon, 1994; Sosnowski et al, 1996) . The aspiration technique used for collecting equine oocytes has not given similar results (Choi et al, 1993; Alm and Torner, 1994 ). Slicing of ovaries followed by follicle isolation has produced a higher number of collected oocytes of good quality (Zhang et al, 1989; Choi et al, 1993) . However, this method requires intensive labour and skills and is very time-consuming.
The time required for maturation of equine oocytes has been reported by many investigators but the results varied among their studies (Fulka and Ok6lski, 1981; King et al, 1990; Willis et al,1991 Willis et al, a,b, 1994 Hinrichs et al, 1993; Aim and Tomer, 1994; Del Campo et al, 1995) .
Nevertheless, it is known that the maturation time in the horse is longer than in cattle, sheep and goats, which is about 24 h (Gordon, 1994 (1988) and modification for horse oocytes by King et al (1990) (fig 1). (1992) and Sronina and Ok6lski (1993): 59 and 65%, respectively.
In domestic animals the time required for oocyte maturation differs among species (Gordon, 1994) . Horse oocytes cultured for 15 h h reached nuclear maturity for IVF (telophase I or metaphase II) in 47-48% of the cases as reported by Willis et al (1991b Willis et al ( , 1994 (Shabpareh et al, 1993) . A lower result of matured oocytes was presented by Bezard and Palmer (1992) (Fulka and Ok6lski, 1981) , 70% (Choi et al, 1993) and 84.2% (Shabpareh et al, 1993) . A lower rate of about 46% of matured oocytes was noted by Del Campo et al (1995) . ).
Oocytes cultured over 48 h usually displayed degenerate polar bodies and fragmented ooplasm as previously described (Shabpareh et al, 1993) . CONCLUSION i) After 30 h of maturation the majority of cultured horse oocytes reached maturity.
ii) The time required for horse oocytes to be matured is longer than for other domestic species (cattle, goat and sheep).
iii) The results of the present study have shown that is it possible to obtain a high rate of oocytes acceptable for IVM using oocyte aspiration.
